DIVORCE PACKET

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS MAY BE BETTER PROTECTED
WITH THE HELP OF AN ATTORNEY

IFYOU AND YOUR SPOUSE HAVE A CHILD OR CHILDREN, OWN A HOME OR
BUSINESS, OR IF EITHER SPOUSE HAS A PENSION OR RETIREMENT PLAN, YOU
SHOULD SEE AN ATTORNEY. I|F YOU DO NOT HAVE THE MONEY TO PAY AN
ATTORNEY, YOU MAY ASK THE COURT TO ORDER YOUR SPOUSE TO PAY YOUR
LEGAL COSTS.

Y ou may get adivorcein West Virginiawithout anatorney, but your custody, property, and
support rights may be better protected with the hd p of an attorney. Staff in the Circuit Clerk and
the Family Law Master offices CANNOT GIVE LEGAL ADVICE.

Please READ theinstructions carefully and clearlyfill inthe blanks. Y ou arethe Petitioner
and your spouseisthe Respondent. Some of thelegal terms used in this packet are explained at the
end of these instructions.

YOU CAN FILE YOUR OWN DIVORCE USING THESE FORMS ONLY IF:

1) Y ou (or your pouse) havelivedin West Virginiaat | east oneyear before starting the
divorce, OR

2) Y ou now livein Weg Virginiaand weremarried in West Virgnia.
YOU CAN FILE IN THIS COUNTY IF:

1) Y our spouse livesin this county, OR

2) You last lived with your spouse in this county, OR

3) Y our spouse's addressis unknown or out of state, and you residein this county or last
lived with your spouse inthis county.

NOTE: If you are a person with a disability requiring accommodation to
participate in court, please notify the Circuit Clerk.
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FORMS INCLUDED IN THIS PACKET:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

PETITION FOR DIVORCE: Thisisthefirst paper filed in adivorce. The Petition tellsthe
Court wha you want and why you want the divorce. Y ou will needto file an original and
one copy of the Petition and Verification with the Circuit Clerk.

VERIFICATION: Thisformtellsthe Court that everything stated inthe Petitionistrue. You
must sign it under oath before aNOTARY PUBLIC.

CIVIL CASE INFORMATION STATEMENT FOR DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASES
Thisform givesthe Court importantinformation on your case. Itisused by the Family Law
Master to track cases on the Court's docket. You must file THREE (3) COMPLETED
COPIES of thisform withthe Circuit Clerk. The case number, Judge, days to answer and
type of service will befilled in by the Circuit Clerk.

VITAL STATISTICS FORM: Thisformisused to update vital statisticsrecords. After the
divorceis granted, the Circuit Clerk sends the form to the state office of vital statistics.

APPLICATION AND INCOMEWITHHOLDING FORM FROM THE CHILD SUPPORT
ENFORCEMENT DIVISION: If there are MINOR CHILDREN from the marriage, this
form MUST BE COMPLETED by BOTH parties. Thisform for servicesfrom the Child
Support Enforcement Division must beFILED WITH THE CIRCUIT CLERK whenyou
file the Petition and the Respondent files an Answer.

ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE: Thisform must be signed beforeaNotary Public, and filed
withthe Circuit Clerk when a Respondent voluntarily picksup acopy of the Petition instead
of being served by the Sheriff.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Thisform which asks about the parties' property and income
must be completed by each party. Itisavailable from the Circuit Clerk. You must send a
copy of the completed form to the other party and FILE THE ORIGINAL with the
CIRCUIT CLERK within forty (40) days after the Petition is served on Respondent. The
FamilyLaw Master MUST HAVE THIS FINANCIAL INFORMATION beforeheor she
can approve an agreement between the parties or dvide marital property and award support.

NOTICE OF HEARING: Thisform states when and where the hearing will be held. When
you schedule the time for your hearing, you must SEND THIS NOTICE TO YOUR
SPOUSE at least TEN (10) DAYS BEFORE THE HEARING. Fill inthe bottom part of
the form which tells the Court when you sent the notice. Make 2 copies of the notice and
file the original notice withthe Circuit Clerk and mail a copy to your spouse and keep a
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9) ANSWER: Thisisthe written response to the Petition which the Respondent must file with
the Circuit Clerk within twenty (20) days after he/she has been served with the Petition.
Included is a sample Answer to be used in a divorce which is based on the ground of
"irreconcilable differences’. The Verification simply states that everything stated in the
Answeristrue. 9gnthe Answer andVerification beforeaNOTARY PUBLIC.

100 SUMMONS: Thelegal notice servedwith the Petition for Divorcethat tells the Respondent

when the Answer mug be filed and lists the address of the Petitioner where it must be
served.

M ake photocopiesof your completed formsbeforefiling theoriginalswiththe Circuit Clerk.

OPTIONAL FORM

PROPOSED PARENTING PLAN: If there are minor children subject to this case,
then the parties must attempt to agree to a proposed parenting plan for the court’s
consideration. If the parties cannot agree, then each party must file a propaosed
individual parenting plan for the court’s consideration prior to the first hearing /
conference held in the case.

If the required forms are not filed when you file the Petition for Divorce, your case
may be delayed.

Make photocopiesof your completed formsbeforefiling theoriginalswiththe Circuit Clerk.
IF YOUR SPOUSE'S ADDRESS IS UNKNOWNOR OUT OF STATE, USE THESE FORMS.:
A) AFFIDAVIT OF NON-RESIDENCY OR UNKNOWN RESIDENCY: This Affidavit must

be completed if your spouse cannot be served in West Virginiabecause the spouse's address
is unknown or out of state. Thisform must be signed before aNOTARY PUBLIC.

B) ORDER OF PUBLICATION: This form must be completed so that your spouse can be
served by the publication of a notice in the newspaper.

(@) AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION: After the legal advertisement has been published, the
newspaper sends this Affidavit to the party who will pay the cost or to the Circuit Clerk's
Officeif the party qualifies for a waiver of Court costs. If you receive this form, you
MUST take it to the hearing to prove that notice of the hearing was published.
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Everyone who files a divorce action must complete the following forms:

. Petition for Divorce and Verification (Forms 1 and 2)
Civil Case Information Statement (Form 3)

Vital Statistics Sheet (Form 4)

. Financial Disclosure Statement (Form 7)

If there ae minor children of this marriage you must also complete and file the following form:

. Application and Income Withholding Form (Form 5)
. Proposed Parenting Plan

and if there areminor children of this marriage and/or you are requesti ng alimony:

1.

Y ou must attach to Form 7, the Financial Disclosure Statement, a copy of your most recent
wage or salary stub stating the gross pay, deductionsfor taxes and other itemsitemized, and
net pay, both for anormal pay period and for year-to-date earning; and

a copy of the parties income tax returns for the two years immediately preceding the
hearing date and thef ederal incometax Form W-2 for those yearsand for any year for which
tax returns have not yet been filed; and

acopy of any financial statement prepared for you or your businessif you are self-employed,;
and

acopy of any invoices, receipts, etc., showingthe cost of any EXTRAORDINARY medical
expenses, child care, and other special needs of the children; and

acopy of any other document regarding an item to be used in the cal cul ation of child support
or alimony.

The foll owing Court costs must be paid when you file these forms:

1) Filingfee- $125

2) If you have minor children of this marriage, both you and your spouse must pay to the
Circuit Clerk $25 each for parent education cl asses.

3) Sheriff's Service fee - $20 or

4) Certified mail fee - $10

If you can not afford the filing fees you must ask the Circuit Clerk for an“Affidavit of Indigency
and Application: Eligibility For Waiver of Fees, Costs or Security in a Civil Case”. Fill this out
completely and the Clerk will inform you if you qualify for awaiver of the fees. NOTE: The $25
for parent education classes can not be waived.
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Y ou will need to determine the county where your papers must befiled. Oneof thefollowing rules
will apply to you:

1. If your spouselivesin West Virgnia, you may file in either the county where your spouse now
lives (at the time of thefiling) or in the county where you and your goouse last lived together.

2. If your spouse does not live in West Virgnia, you may file e ther in the county whereyou live
or in the county where you and your gouse last lived together.

Once you have determined the county in which to file, take your completed forms to the Circuit
Clerk's Office and give them to the Clerk's empl oyees (known as Deputy Clerks) for fili ng.

IMPORTANT NOTE - The Deputy Clerksdo not "check™ your formsto seeif they are correct and
they absolutely cannot give you legal advice. They cannot assist you in completing your forms, so
do not go there expecting to receive help with your forms. 1f you cannot complete the formsafter
reading these instructions then you need to see alawyer.

The Clerk's Office is required to collect afee of $125.00. Y ou must pay thisfee when you present
your papersfor filing. Thisfeeisnot refundableif you changeyourmind later. 1f you cannot afford
to pay thefilingfee you can ask the Deputy Clerk for an affidavit to waive the court costs. Y ou can
complete thi s form whil e you are in the office and have a Deputy Clerk review the form. If you
meet the financial guidelinesthen you will not haveto pay the $125.00 fili ng fee or the feeto have
your papersserved. If the Deputy Clerk tell syou that you do not qualify financia ly to havethefee
waived you can ask the Circuit Judge or the Family Law Master to review the Clerk's decision.

Asnoted above, partieswith childrenarerequiredto attend aParent Education Class prior totheir
final divorce hearing. After filing the divorce you will be given a class schedule and directions for
each party to pay a $25 feeto the Circuit Clerk prior to attending the class.

Beforeany type of hearing - - except an emergency hearing - - can be held on your case, your spouse
must be served with acopy of the papersthat you filed. Thiscanbedoneby any of several methods.

1. PERSONAL SERVICE BY THE SHERIFF - A copy of the papers you filed are delivered to
your spouse by the Sheriff's Department. If you wish to have service made in thisway you need to
give two copies of the papersyou filed tothe Sheriff's Office, alongwith directionstoyour spouse's
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residenceor place of employment. (The more specific your directions are the more likely they are
to find him/her.) Service by the Sheriff usually costs $20.00, but if you filled out an affidavit to
waive thefilingfeeand if it wasapproved by the Deputy Clerk then your service of processfeewill
also be waived.

2. ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE - If your spouse iswilling to accept service of process you can
give your spouse a copy of the papers that you filed and a Summons issued by the Circuit Clerk’s
Office. Then your spouse would have to complete and sign the Acceptance of Serviceforminthis
packet (Form 6). The Acceptance of Service form must befiled in your court file for this type of
service to be valid.

3. SERVICE BY PRIVATE PROCESS SERVER - Other persons may serve the papers on your
spouse. However, service cannot be made by aparty to the case, or by a person who isnot at least
18 yearsof age. If you usethismethod of service the person who servesyour gpouse must complete
and file an affidavit to verify that servicewas made. If you hire a private process server make sure
that they file the affidavit. If they will not do that then do not attempt to use this method.

4. SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL - If youwish to use thismethod you mug have the Circuit
Clerk's Office mail a copy of the papersto your spouse by certified mail, restricted delivery. The
Clerk's Officewill receive agreenpostcard back with the signature of the person who picked up the
papers. If someone other than your spouse signsfor the papers the service is not valid.

5. SERVICE BY PUBLICATION - This method of service is generaly only used in two
circumstances.

a If youDO NOT KNOW where your spouse is located,
OR

b. If your spouse resides OUT-OF-STATE and will not sign the return postcard for
certified mail.

If“a’ or“b” appliesto your case, do not use this method of serviceif the only reason for thedvorce
listedinyour Petitionfor Divorceisirreconcilabledifference. If irreconcilable diff erencesIS NOT
the only reason listed AND if one of these two circumstances applies to your case, then you may
attempt service of process by publication. Complete Form 10 through the part where it says
“including any related counter claim of defense” by |eave everything after those wordsblank. Take
the form to the Circuit Clerk’s Office and ask the Deputy Clerk to complete the rest of the form.

NOTE - Make sure the date toanswer by, as completed by the Deputy Clerk, isat least 6 WEEKS
after the date you are taking the notice to the newspaper for publication.

After the form is completed by the Deputy Clerk, take the form immediately to the office of a

SCA-C-DR-503 (11/1/98) DIVORCE PACKET Page 6



newspaper inthe countywhereyour divarceisfiled. The noticemust be published inthe newspaper
ONCE A WEEK for TWO SUCCESSIVE WEEKS. Youwill haveto pay the newspaper for the
publicationfee.

After the noticeis published in the paper, the publisher will complete an affidavit to confirm that
the publication occurred. In some counties the newspaper mails this document directly to the
Circuit Clerk, butin other counties the Publisher’s Affidavit is mailed back to you. If itismailed
toyou, youmust take it to the Circuit Clerk's Office to be placed in your court file before you have
ahearing.

NOTE - Simply taking a copy of the notice which is printed in the paper is not sufficient. The
Court must have the Publisher’ s Affidavit from the newspaper before a hearing can be held.

NOTE - If you intend to use publication as your method of serviceof process, youmustincludein
your Petition some other groundsfor divorcein additionto irrecondlable differences. (For instance
“living separate and apart for over ayear” or “cruel and inhuman treatment”.)

Once your spouse is served the Petition or accepts service, he/she has TWENTY (20) DAYS TO
FILE AN ANSWER (Form 8) which is awritten response to the Petition.

[The Divorce - Answer Packet is available from the Circuit Clerk for your spouse, or your spouse
may use the Answer form (Form 8) in this packet.].

If your spouse was served by publication in the newspaper, he/shehas THIRTY (30) DAYS tofile
an Answer with the Circuit Clerk.

By filing the Answer (Form 9), your spouse agrees to the ground of "irreconcilable differences’
commonly calleda"no-fault"divorce. Toobtaina"NO-FAULT" DIVORCE, your spouseMUST
FILE AN ANSWER with the Circuit Clerk agreeing to the ground of "irreconcilable differences’
and send a copy to you.

If your spouse does not file an Answer, you can still seek adivorce based upon ather grounds liged
in WV Code, 848-2-4, such as"living separate and apart for one year" or “cruel and inhuman
treatment." You must mark the paragraph in your Petition with the additional ground for the
divorce.

NOTE: For any ground except "irreconcilable differences," you must bring awitnessto the hearing
to testify for you.
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IF THERE ARE MINOR CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE, THEN BOTH PARTIES
MUST SCHEDULE AND ATTEND PARENT EDUCATION PRIORTO ATTENDINGTHE
FIRST HEARING/CONFERENCE.

A case management conferencelhearing will be scheduled in your case by the family law master.
In the order setting this conference/hearing, the Family Law Mager will include the date and time
for the conference/hearing and will tell you what other actions you may need to take or formsyou
need to complete prior to the conference/hearing. One of the purposes of this conference/hearing
isto determine what matters will be contested and how much hearing time will be needed. If the
case is not contested, the partiesagree, the fina hearing will be held at thistime. Another purpose
of this conference/hearing will be to determine whether parties who have minor children have
agreed on aproposed parenting plan. If the parties haveagreed, the Family Law Master can review
the proposal and determine whether to enter it asan order. If the Family Law Master determines
at the case management conference/hearing that the partiescannot agree on a proposed parenting
plan, then the Family Law Mader will refer to the parties to premeditation screening to determine
whether it would be helpful for the parties to meet with a mediator to try to agree on a proposed
parenting plan.

If there are minor children who are involvedin this divorce, then you need to prepare and file a
proposed parenting plan:

1. You may contact your spouse and try to work together to develop a proposed agreed
parenting plan to submit to the court.

2. If either of youor your spousefilesaproposed individual parenting plan, and the ather party
agreeswith all of the provisionsin this plan, then the two of you can file the plan together.

3. If your gpouse hasfiled a proposed individual parenting plan, and you do not agree with all
of the terms and conditions set forth in this plan, then you should file your own proposed
individual parenting plan.

In some counties, the Family Law Master routinely schedulesa pre-trial hearing in divorce cases.
In these counties, the Family Law Master will send you a scheduling order with the date and time
for apre-trial hearing. The purpose of the pre-trial hearing is to determine what matters will be
contested and how much hearing timewill be needed. If the caseisnot contested, the final hearing
will be heldat thistime
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Followingthe case management conference/hearing, and all other hearings, the Family Law Master
will send to both parties a scheduling order setting the date and time for the next hearing. If you
have received a scheduling order from the Family Law Master, and you cannot attend the hearing
on this date for some reason, then you must send to the Family Law Master office awritten request
stating the reason you are requesting that the date and time be hanged. You must send thiswritten
regquest to the Family Law Masters office nat |ess than seven (7) days before the date of the hearing
you wish to be changed.

The Family Law Master CANNOT HOLD THE CASE MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE/HEARING UNTIL TWENTY (20) DAYS AFTER THE PETITION FOR
DIVORCE was persondly served or thirty (30) days after the notice first appeared in the
newspaper. |f you are not sure about the date your spouse was srved, ask the Circuit Clerk.

NOTE - If youareseeking ALIMONY or CHILD SUPPORT, or if youhave MARITAL DEBTS
that need to be divided, make sureyour court file contains current pay information for both you and
your spouse - pay stubs, W-2 forms, or tax retumswill be acceptable. If you do not have theseitems
with you at the hearing or in your court file with your Financial Statementsthen the Family Law
Master may have to reschedul e your hearing to another date, causing adelay in the grantingof your
divorce.

Find out where the Family Law Master hearings ae held and bethere before the time your hearing
isscheduled. If thegroundsfor divorce areirreconcilable differences, either you or the Respondent
must attend the hearing. If any other ground is used, the Petitioner and a witnessmust be present.
If possi ble both parties shoul d attend the final heari ng.

NOTE: Ittakestwo personsto obtainadivorce, either 1) the Petitioner and Respondent must agee
on irreconcilable differences or 2) the Petitioner and a witness must testify at the hearing on the
groundsfor the divorce. When the Respondent has not filed an Answver admitting irreconcilable
differences, the Petitioner MUST bring a WITNESS to the hearing or the divorce cannot be
granted.

Divorcehearings are not opento the public, therefore only the parties and any necessary witnesses
are alowed to be present. The Family Law Master will tape record the hearing. The Family Law
Master will ask everyone who testifies to raise hisher hand and swear or affirm to tell the truth.
You will need to TESTIFY ABOUT THE INFORMATION IN YOUR PETITION. Some
Family Law Magerswill questionthe parties, while other Masters want the partiesto present all of
the information from the Petition, including the ground for divorce, and any request for custody,
child support and medical support, alimony, possession of property, division of

debts, restraining order, or use of your maiden name. Ask the Master's Assigant how your
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Family Law Master wants the information to be given during the hearing.

If you have minor children subject to this action, bring the receipt for payment of the fee and the
certificate of attendance at parent education to the first hearing/conference in your case.

If your spouse attendsthe heari ng, he/she will be permitted to testify. The Family Law Master may
permit each party to question their spouse about hig/her testimony. At the end of the hearing, the
FAMILY LAW MASTER WILL ANNOUNCE HIS/HER DECISION. When the hearingis
concluded you may leave, but you will NOT BE DIVORCED.

If either party has an attomey, the Family Law Master may assign the attorney to prepare the order,
and the Rules to Practice and Procedure for Family Law require that the attorney submit theorder
withinashort period of timeto the Family Law Master and send both parties copies of the proposed
order. If there is no attomey, and sometimes even when there are, the Family Law Mader will
decide that the Family Law Master prepare the order. The Rues of Practice and Procedure for
Family Law require that the Family Law Master prepare the order within a short period of time
following the hearing. If you hearing was held asa final hearing, then the order will be prepared
asaRECOMMENDED ORDER and copiesof therecommended orderwill be sent to both parties.
Always READ and order you receive CAREFULLY.

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE with the Recommended Order and wish to appeal, you must FILE
WRITTEN OBJECTIONS withtheCIRCUIT CLERK within TEN (10) DAY after youreceive
the Order from the Family Law Master. The deadline for filing your objections is written on the
"Notice of Recommended Order" which is attached to the Recommended Order. Y ou shoud ask
alawyer to help you with your objections. But if you cannot find a lawyer, you mug file your list
of objections before the end of the ten (10) day period. The Judge will review the Recommended
Order and any objectionsfiled by the parties. Ask the Judge's scretary whether the Judgewill hold
ahearing on your objections. If no hearing is held, you must wait for the Judge to issue the Final
Order. The Rules of Practice and Procedure for Family Law require that the Judge decide within
ashort period of time whether or nat to enter the order, but no deci son will be made by the Judge
until after the end of the ten (10) day period for you to file your objections to the Recommended
Order of the Family Law Master.

If you and your spouse agree with the Recommended Order, you simply need to wait for the Final

Order to be signed by the Judge. The Circuit Clerk will send you acopy of the Final Order. Parties
may obtain additional copiesfromthe Clerk'soffice. YOU ARE NOT DIVORCED UNTIL THE

CIRCUIT JUDGE ENTERS THE FINAL ORDER.

NOTE: Cdl the Circuit Clerk to find out if the Judge has signed your order.
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SOME LEGAL TERMS USED IN THIS PACKET

AFFIDAVIT A sworn statement of factsin writing.

ALIMONY Money paid by aspouse for the support of the their spouse or former spouse.
Alimony is not the same as child support.

ANSWER Thisis the written response to the Petition which the Respondent must file
with the Circuit Clerk within twenty (20) days after he/she has been served
withthe Petition. The sample Answer in this packet isfor ano-fault divorce
based on the grounds of "irreconcilable differences.”

APPLICATION AND INCOME Thisisaform requeging child support
WITHHOLDING FORM FROM enforcement servicesfrom the Child Support

THE CHILD SUPPORT Enforcement Division, formerly known as
ENFORCEMENT DIVISION the Child Advocate Office. The form must be filed
(formerly the Child by both spouses before a hearing can be held.
Advocate Office)

CHILD SUPPORT The money paid by one parent to the other parent to help pay the expenses
of the child or children of the marriage. The Family Law Master sets the
amount of support by using West Virgniaschild support formula.

CIRCUIT CLERK Thisisthe elected officia at the Court House who is responsible for all of
the documents which are filed in cases before the Circuit Court.

CIVIL CASE This form must be filed with the Petition at the Circuit Clerks Office

INFORMATION  when the divorce caseisfiled.

STATEMENT

CUSTODY Primary physical care of the children of the marriage.

DIVORCE Thelegal termination of amarriage by acourt based upon proof provided by
the parties.

FAMILY LAW The personwho hearsdivorce cases and recommends an arder for the

MASTER Circuit Judge. In mog divorcecases, the hearing will be held before

the Family Law Master. The Family Law Master can not give legal advice.
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LEGAL TERMS Cont.

FINANCIAL Formswhich each spouse mugt fill out listing income and property
STATEMENT information.

FORMS

IRRECONCILABLE Both spouses ask a Circuit Judge or Family Law Master to end their
DIFFERENCES marriage because they cannot get along with each other. Thisisa

ground for ‘no fault’ divorce in West Virginia

NO FAULT Thisterm is commonly used to describe divorcesin West Virginiathat are
based on irreconcilable differences or one-year separation.

OBJECTIONS TO Written objections to the Family Law Master's Recommended Order that
RECOMMENDED must be filed with the Gircuit Clerk by a party within ten (10) days after
ORDER receiving the Recommended Order.

ORDER Thisisthe document that containsthe terms agreed upon by the partiesor ordered
by the Court. Temporary orders may be signed by a Family Law Mader or Circuit
Judge. Final orders are always signed by a Circuit Judge.

ORIGINAL Any legal paper that parties actually sign whichisthen filed with the Circuit
Clerk. Not acopy.

PARENTING Thisisaplan proposed to the court by one or both parents individually, or

PLAN by both parents jointly by agreement. The plan contains the details of each

parent’ sspecificresponsibilitiesand obligationsfor parenting their children.

PETITIONFOR  Thelegal document which containsyour groundsfor divorce, your requests
DIVORCE for relief, and gives the court information about your marriage.

PETITIONER The personwho files(starts) the divorce.

PRO SE or SELF  Representing yourself in Court without an attorney. Means “for yourself”.
REPRESENTATION

RECOMMENDED The fina written decision made by Family Law Master. This document
ORDER explains what final relief the Family Law Mater is recommending that the
Court order in your case.

RESPONDENT The person against whom the divorce case isfiled.
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LEGAL TERMS Cont.

SEPARATION When a husband and wife no longer live together as husband and wife, they

are separated.
SERVICE OR The process of giving a certified copy of a Court paper to the person who
SERVE Is the other party in the divarce.

SHARED PARENTING  The way inwhich careand decision making for the children of the
marriage is divided between the parents.

SPOUSE Y our hushand or wife.

VISITATION With shared parenting, this is one term used for the time spent with the
children by the parent who does have physical custody and does not spend
the magjority of the time with the children.

NOTE: Due to changesin West Virginia's laws, if you have children from this marriage, you are now
required 10 attend parenting classes prior to the fina hearing. The circuit clerk’ s office has a schedule of
the place, datesand times, 20 you will need to contact the circuit clerk’ soffice amonth prior to the hearing.

Also, most divorce cases are now referred to a mediator who will try to help you work out your parenting

plan and visitation schedules. These are scheduled through your county Family Law Master’ s office and
you are required to attend these mediation sessions al so.

ADD PARENTING PLAN, FINANCIAL STATEMENT and FEE WAIVER APPLICATION
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